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Instagram.com/
IroquoiaBruceTrailClub

A Message From The President
Cross Country skiing is my
favorite winter pastime. My wife
and I will usually go away for
two or three weekends during
the winter to the Collingwood or
Barrie area to ski the excellent
groomed trails in those areas.
There is a beautiful silence in
the parks when all you hear is
the swishing of your skis on the
snow and the landscape looks
peaceful and asleep in a blanket
of snow with a few animal
tracks crossing them. With the
pandemic still active I doubt we
will be going away anywhere
at all this winter. Fortunately,
we do have excellent cross
country trails at Hilton Falls
that the Conservation Authority
keeps well maintained. These
trails are very popular and
busy in the winter. It is the only
decent place to cross country
ski in the area. The next closest
is in the Caledon – Orangeville
area. In the past I just went up
whenever there was enough
snow and not give it a second
thought. This year with the
reservation system in place at
the conservation areas, it is
going to be interesting to see if
I can get in and how the timing
will work. They should extend
the stay times from two hours
to three hours, because you
loose half an hour just getting
your gear on and getting from
the parking lot to the trail.
Everybody
has
different
opinions and levels of feeling
comfortable in this pandemic.
Some people have decided
not to participate in certain
Club projects and activities
and some are ok with it as
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long as masks are worn and
people keep a distance. I want
to thank those people who
decided to keep working on the
trail, check their land steward
properties and still lead hikes. It
is because of them that the trail
is still passable and the Club is
still active.
Recently the BTC held an art
show at the Burlington Mall
with three artists displaying
their art. A percentage of
sales went to the BTC. Only
10 people were allowed in at
a time, and from what I heard
it was very successful raising
around $7,000. Here too I want
to thank the head office staff
and especially Samar Smith
and Peter Rumble, from our
Club, for being “out there” with
our Club table and talking to
people.
For the first time in my 25 year
memory of the Club, it looks
like we will not be having a
New Year’s Day public event.
However, there is good news.
The Welcome Home badge
was so popular that we had
100 more badges made due
to continued demand. So far,
the badge has raised close to
$1,000 for the Club. Thanks go
out to what I call our publicity
group of Trish Murphy, Holly
Sluiter and Samar Smith for
promoting the badge. By the
way, I also want to point out
that Holly is our new newsletter
editor. Thanks for taking this on
Holly.

I had the pleasure of attending
the BTC virtual Annual Meeting
on October 13th. I thought it
went very well and congratulate
the staff for pulling it off. The
video and slides can be viewed
on the BTC webpage. One
of the most important things
that was mentioned during
the meeting is that contrary
to what some other non-forprofits were stating about a
lack of donations during the
spring pandemic, the BTC
was able to raise $10.4 million
dollars, a new record, with
$8.66 million coming in through
donations. A truly amazing
feat that everyone involved
with the Bruce Trail should
be proud of. There were 11
properties acquired that covers
545 acres of escarpment lands
and 6.5 km of trail secured.
This includes the Millen Road
access and the River and Ruin
property in Lowville that are in
our section. Awards were given
out at the end of the meeting
and I was very glad to see that
our own Jim Standen won the
Susan Oleskevich Award for
dedication as a Trail Worker
over a long period of time.
Congratulations Jim.
One last word. Remember that
we have a snowshoe badge
and a winter end to end badge
that people can go out and get.
– LET IT SNOW!!!
Our Board wishes everyone a
Merry Christmas and a healthy
and more engaging 2021.
Paul Toffoletti, President
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Bruce Trail Inspired Art Show

By Victoria Pearce

Wow, what a show! Janet
Jardine, Anne More and
I are so pleased with the
response of our very special
fundraising show for the
Bruce Trail Conservancy
and the Burlington Fine Arts
Association. A big thank
you to all who came out to
support us. We raised a
whopping $7000 for BTC
and $2300 for BFAA, a
total of just over $20,000 in
sales. Wahoo!
So how did we do it?
Having started with an
idea, an idea that I was
passionate about was
the spark for this show. I
have hiked the Bruce Trail
for many years and had
recently made it a weekly
habit with my Waterfall
Wednesdays. Having two
other artists with a similar
passion made the work
needed more focused and
a little lighter. No one could
have known the show
was to be perfectly timed
after so many months of
uncertainty during the covid
lockdown. There was a
lot of uncertainty, but we
powered through dealing
with masks and sanitizing
and a new list of dos and
don’ts. We were fortunate
to be able to tap into Bruce
Trail’s network of clubs
(inside and outside of social
media) and some of their
volunteers including my
good friend Peter Rumble.
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He even made blazes to
direct flow in true BTC trail
style and we displayed the
official 8 foot map with the
location of each painting’s
inspiration. Samar Smith
kindly helped inform visitors
and man the show. We
reached out to Hamilton
Spectator and Regina
Haggo wrote a wonderful
article that filled the front
page of the GO section of
the Hamilton Spectator.
The story here is that it
doesn’t just happen. It took
a whole lot of work starting
with producing artwork
during a time canvases and
paint were in short supply
and nerves were a little
frayed. I also found myself
locked out of my beloved
James Street North Studio.
Yikes!
Through it all we three
hiked together and became
good friends. There are still
so many trails to explore
and paintings to create.
We look forward to doing it
again someday.
I particularly enjoyed the
stories told around the giant
Bruce Trail map of elderly
hikers who came to do our
indoor exploration of their
beloved trail. There were
many young families and
singles excited by what
they saw, leaving with
brochures in hand. We
also had young budding
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artists and those new to
the community. We happily
introduced many visitors
to both the trails and BFAA
and AGB. We consider
ourselves most fortunate
to have the support of both
organizations. Through it
all we three hiked together
and became good friends.
There are still so many trails
to explore and paintings to
create. We look forward to
doing it again someday.
But hey, it’s what artists
and hikers do best.
In peace and paint,
Victoria Pearce
Please continue to
follow us on Instagram
under @victoriapearceart,
@jjartlab and @
annemoreoriginals or our
websites at victoriapearce.
ca, janetjardine.com and
annemore.com

iroquoia.on.ca
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Challenge Yourself This Winter
The Iroquoia Club has 3 great winter challenges. Stay active
this year by completing them all!
Challenge #1 - The Junior Hiker Winter Badge
The Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club’s Junior Hiker Badge program is an opportunity for children
to earn a new and unique badge for every season of the year. Each seasonal badge is $7.
When all four badges are earned, the child is awarded with a Junior Hiker badge at the
courtesy of the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. This program is designed for children under the
age of 13.
They can earn a badge each season after completing a minimum 3 km hike on the white or
blue blazed Bruce Trail within the Iroquoia Section. Children who have completed at least
a 3 km hike in all four seasons as described above, qualify for the free Junior Hiker Badge.

A complimentary copy of
“Birthday Boots”, an illustrated
story about the Bruce Trail, will
be sent with all new Junior Hiker
badge requests along with your
badge.
Only while supplies last so get out
to the trail!

iroquoia.on.ca
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Challenge #2 - Iroquoian Winter End To End Badge
The Iroquoia Winter End to End Badge is earned by hiking during the current winter
season only (ie. December 21, 2019 - March 20, 2020).
To receive the badge, you are required to hike the entire Iroquoia Section from Grimsby
to the 401 in Milton. Keep a record of the days you hiked, the start and end points, and
any other details you wish to add.

Challenge #3 -The Snowshoe Badge
Snowshoe Badge Participants must complete a total of four snowshoe hikes, three
of the hikes shall be within the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club section which runs between
Grimsby and the bottom of Kelso Conservation Area near Milton on the white or blue
Bruce Trail. You may create and complete your own hikes or take part in the series
of four hikes carried out by Club hike leaders or take part in any four snowshoe hikes
offered by various leaders throughout the winter. You may also complete one of the four
snowshoe hikes outside of the Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club section.

You asked for options so here they are! We are now acepting online money transfers.
Mail-In Option
Please send a stamped self addressed envelope together with your logs and a cheque to Iroquoia
Bruce Trail Club, P.O. Box 71057, Burlington, ON L7T 4J8. You will receive your badge(s) back in the
envelope supplied. Cheques should be made out to Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club. If your badge requires
photos, and you prefer emailing them, they can be sent to iroquoiabrucetrailclub@gmail.com.
Money Transfer Option
Please send your money transfer to badges@iroquoia.on.ca. Make sure to include your name and
the badge(s) you are requesting in the message portion of your money transfer. Then email your logs
and any required photos to badges@iroquoia.on.ca.
Always remember to check the Bruce Trail website for the most upto date tail reroutes
and closures. https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes https://brucetrail.org/trail_changes

iroquoia.on.ca
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Open Board Position!

By Gloria Pennycook, Volunteer Director

Even during these tough
times, we are still in need
of volunteers to support
the Iroquoia Club. Please
email me if you think you
might be interested in
helping out. Even better,
please complete the online
application at https://
brucetrail.org/forms/
volunteer.
At this moment, we have
one open Board position,
Hike Director. This role is
very active and critical to
the success of our Club.
Please see a brief role
description below.
The Hike Director oversees
all functions and operations
within the Hiking portfolio,
including being the
main point of contact for

all inquiries regarding
recreation. This individual is
responsible for ensuring all
major club and community
events run smoothly;
organizing Trail Angels
for independent hikers;
ensuring the Hike Leaders
are certified, trained,
mentored and capable of
leading hikes on the Bruce
Trail. At least once a year
organize a “Hiking 101”
event to educate the public
on the sport of hiking. A
large component of this
role is the management
of a roster of nearly 80
volunteers. This role
further includes reviewing
submitted hikes and making
revisions to the hike
calendar; frequent
correspondence with
members, Hike Leaders,

community groups
regarding requests or
inquiries that could impact
the recreational use of the
Bruce Trail, and regularly
liaising between these
individuals and the
leadership of the various
Bruce Trail Clubs. The Hike
Director will occasionally
work with Bruce Trail
Conservancy staff on new
and ongoing initiatives.
This is a board position that
would assume at least a 3
year term.
If you are interested, please
email me.
Gloria Pennycook
Volunteer Director
Iroquoia Club
IroquoiaVolunteer@gmail.
com

“I was pleased to see that someday I’d be
able to take a break here. It’s on the fisher
pond loop.”
Cynthia Archer

iroquoia.on.ca
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The Mystery Tombstone

By Andrew Camani

Surrounded with mystery in a secluded
spot in the Oxenden Cemetery stands an
old tombstone that of Wm. Henry Preston.
Henry died on September 26th, 1882 and
was buried in Oxenden Cemetery. The
family had a tombstone erected in his
memory. His wife, Mary Ann, eventually
moved away from the area. When Mary
Ann died in July 1909, they found a
memorial engraved on the other side of
her husband’s tombstone. The memorial
read “IN MEMORY OF THE STRANGER
WHO WAS MURDERED ON THE 19 CON
OF KEPPLE, THURSDAY MAR. 25 1886”.
The family was so shocked and upset that
they buried Mary Ann in Wiarton Cemetery
and had Henry’s remains exhumed and
laid beside her.
The Preston family
refused to take the tombstone to the
Wiarton Cemetery.
The question now is who was this
stranger? On the 25th day of March
1886, on lot 4, township of Keppel, 20th
concession, Jas A. Bailey and a hired man
whose name was unknown perished in
a house fire. A post mortal examination
was held and marks of violence were
found on the bodies. Evidence showed
that a murder had been committed, and
that the house was set on fire to cover the
evil deed. The detective who was working
the case succeeded in unravelling the
mystery so far as to the confession of the
one who knew the secret and the arrest
of the guilty parties who committed the
crime. Bailey was not killed for money
but through jealousy (a love affair). Our
unknown stranger was in the wrong place
at the wrong time.

cemetery that is home to a unique burial
site. Even though Wm. Henry Preston’s
name appears on the one side of the
tombstone, his remains are not there. In
contrast, the other side of the tombstone is
nameless. Yet, the remains of the stranger
rest peacefully there.
Directions to The Mystery Tombstone:
Sydenham Section of the Bruce Trail
– The trail follows Grey Road 1 west to
the hamlet of Oxenden (166.5 km) – turn
left on Zion Church Road – Oxenden
Cemetery – proceed to the far right, rear
corner, near the bushes.
If you would like to support the publishing
of the book “100 FORGOTTEN SITES
– along the Bruce Trail” by purchasing a
copy of “100 HIKERS 100 HIKES” please
contact Andrew at
andrew.camani@
gmail.com

Every year hundreds of hikers pass
through the hamlet of Oxenden. The
trail takes them within a stone throw of a

iroquoia.on.ca
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Comfortable Hiking Holidays
(416) 445-2628
info@letshike.com www.letshike.com

DREAMING OF 2021
We are optimistic that we can return to offering you
exciting hiking adventures in 2021!
If you have your heart set on a particular destination and
want to book it as soon as it becomes available and safe
to do so, ask to be put on our INTERESTED LIST.
We will notify you when we are ready to accept
reservations for that particular trip. There is no obligation
on your part, nor does it guarantee your spot(s).
We will still be taking reservations on a first-come, firstserved basis as we always have. However, it means that
you will be notified right away that we are ready to begin
taking reservations, and then you can decide if you wish
to book or not.
We are working on modified terms & conditions in the
short term to allow for more flexibility, so that you can
confidently book a holiday.

* Dominica *
in February – a perfect opportunity to bust out
of winter and out of staycation mode!
Plus Portugal * Japan * Ireland
Amalfi Coast (Italy) * Corfu (Greece)
Kenya Walking Safari * Provence & Cote d’Azur
Tour du Mont Blanc
Galapagos Islands * Slovenija

IN THE MEANTIME…
We would love to keep you engaged until we can travel
again. Here are 3 easy ways to keep in touch that would
benefit us both:
1. Follow us on Facebook.
We post daily on topics such as hiking tips & tricks, travel
information, gear reviews, trip announcements and so
much more. Plus we’re pretty entertaining

Get Yours Today!
These Charcuterie/Cutting Boards are beautiful
natural Live-Edge, one-of-a-kind hardwood
boards.
Dimensions:10-11 inches wide, 16-18 inches
long and 1-1 ½ inches thick. Laser engraved
with The Bruce Trail Conservancy – Iroquoia
Club logo. Finished with a food grade surface,
each board is unique and they come in a variety
of hardwood supplied by Bruce Trail members.
A lovely gift! Great for Christmas or any special
occasion!
*Boards may not be as shown, and sizes are
approximate. Custom orders not available.
Complete the order form and send it to
sales@iroquoia.on.ca today! Iroquoia Club Fall
Fundraising drive
Net proceeds go towards The Bruce Trail’s ecoinitiative

2. Follow me on Instagram.
Want to see amazing photos? Follow @maddhiker on
Instagram. Maddhiker - that's me! Full disclosure - I
sometimes also post pictures of my family and dogs.
3. Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter.
Email us at info@letshike.com and ask to be put on our
mailing list. You can unsubscribe any time, and we will
never share your information with anyone.

Be safe. Be kind. Stay hopeful.
And we look forward to hiking with you again soon!
TICO # 50023501 & 50023502

iroquoia.on.ca
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PO Box 71057 Maplehurst, Burlington, ON L7T 4J8
HST 1192 17578 RT0001

ORDER FORM

Charcuterie Cutting Board

Name

Crafted by: Little Miss Knotty

facebook.com/littlemissknottywood

Laser by: Custom Laser Creations

clcpeterborough@hotmail.com

Name

Address

Street address,RR, or P.O. box number

Address

City/town

Unit/apt #

Province

Postal Code

Email
Telephone
Number of Boards

$95.00 including HST

0

$ 0.00

$15.00 including HST

0

$ 0.00

Delivery Options
Pick up at Bruce Trail Convservancy Office
[1]
55 Head St. Unit 101, Dundas, ON L9H 3H8
( knock on Mill St. door )

[2]

Shipping and Handling, per board

$

TOTAL

Getting your board
1

2
3

Download and complete the pdf form * Charcuterie Board Order form.
Email your completed form to sales@iroquoia.on.ca
Send your payment by INTERAC e‐Transfer to sales@iroquoia.on.ca

* If your device cannot open a pdf file simply email to sales@iroquoia.on.ca
your name, address, postal code, telephone number, email address
number of boards ordered, and delivery option, either pick‐up or shipped.

Notes

1. A message will be sent to the email entered above confirming INTERAC e‐Transfer receipt.
2. Pickup availabilty or shipping date will be sent to the email entered above.
3. Pickup times are Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm to 3:00pm. Mask required.
4. All enquiries should be emailed to sales@iroquoia.on.ca

iroquoia.on.ca
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Landowner Relations Update
By Doug Yungblut, Landowner Relations Director

We have in the Iroquoia roughly 120
km of main trail and 40 km of side trails.
Approximately 80% of this route is secured,
which means it is either on property owned
by BTC or on land that is publicly owned
by cities and conservation authorities. The
remaining 20% is owned by slightly over
100 landowners who allow us to cross their
properties. The long term goal is to secure
this last 20%.

groups and assigning a landowner
ambassador to them. In this way the
ambassador can become more familiar with
the owners. We are in the midst of making
contact with our landowners to deliver
a 2021 calendar. We are also offering a
program that is available through the BTC
to assist with stewardship of properties.
This may involve identification and removal
of invasive species as well as identification
of endangered or threatened species.
This program is offered at no cost to the
landowner.

We have implemented a new program of
dividing our landowners up into smaller

iroquoia.on.ca
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Susan Oleskevich Award
Jim Standen, Trail
Captain IBTC, received
the Susan Oleskevich
Award 2020. Jim started
his career with the Bruce
Trail Conservancy in
1996 as a volunteer
at Raspberry House
assisting with various
office duties. Shortly after
that he was recruited
to assist with trail
maintenance and has
been the Trail Captain
at Smokey Hollow in
Waterdown ever since.
Smokey Hollow waterfall
is one of the high
visitation areas in the
Iroquoia Club. The trail,
including the development
and maintenance of stairs
down the escarpment
slope, has been Jim’s
main focus. He was
involved in the original
construction and regularly
attends to their upkeep.
Whether working on his
own or as part of the
regular Tuesday work
parties, Jim’s knowledge
and skills as a trail
worker is balanced by
his friendly demeanor
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and personality, always
taking interest in his
fellow workers. Jim’s
commitment to the Bruce
Trail is shared by Arlene
and as a couple they
have been responsible for
regular trailmaintenance
duties such as blazing,
and trimming and general
maintenance. Both Jim
and Arlene attend club
functions and are well
known throughout the
Iroquoia trail community.
They were awarded
the Iroquoia Club Trail
Maintenance Worker of
the year award in 2008.
He is a “get her done”
kind of guy who caneasily
move from strong leader
to solid teamplayer
depending on the trail
maintenance need. His
love of the Bruce trail
comes upsecond to his
primary dedication to
Arlene,their grown family
and grandchildren.Upon
receiving the award, Jim
noted that “those of us
who volunteer with the
BTC get much more out
of it than we put in. It is
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great to be recognized
by your peers.” and he
has been “privileged
and fortunate to have
worked alongside a great
group of mentors.” Note:
The Susan Oleskevich
Award recognizes people
who have been actively
involved in the physical
work of trail maintenance
and development,
have long-standing
commitment to trail work
and be an outstanding
trail worker.

Healing Circles
By Donald Cangiano

As I drive down the lane towards the barn,
I hardly recognize where I am; a dramatic
change in seasons can do this and besides, it’s
been a while since I’ve participated in a work
party; things do change over time. The corona
virus is partly to blame. It’s October 23rd, the
sun is shining and the temperature is 22
degrees, unusual, considering the time of year.
I park my car and shuffle through tonnes of
leaves as I make my way towards the barn. The
colours are spectacular; red, gold and sparkling
after last night’s rain. There’s a magnificent
maple tree that stands beside the barn, it must
be a hundred years old or more. It’s majestic
branches tower over the barn and the
surrounding area allowing just enough sunshine
through to make this the perfect spot to set up
chairs for our 9 expected guests. Dave Baxter
had the great idea that since we were unable
to get together this year at Camp David, due to
the corona virus, we should at least try to
‘rendezvous’ for a few hours somewhere close
by just to keep in touch. Self-imposed isolation
is something this gang would find difficult to
adjust to. We’ve been working as Bruce Trail
volunteers for 25 – 30 years, some even longer,
twice per week, 12 months of the year.
I’m first on the scene. As I wait for the rest
of the gang to arrive, I take a stroll around the
perimeter of the barn reminiscing on the many
hours that went into the restoration of this
abandoned building with its mouldy walls,
leaking roof and dysfunctional floor. A
renovation project of this magnitude would
have to be funded. But it would be worth every
penny, if for no other reason than to preserve
a little piece of history and pay tribute to the
original owner, who donated the estate to the
Bruce Trail Conservancy a few years ago. Paul
Beneteau accepted the challenge, drew up the
plans and after months of negotiations finally
persuaded the Bruce Trail Board of Directors to
support the project.

iroquoia.on.ca

The work began under Paul’s tutelage. After
many months of hammering, sawing and nail
pulling, the involvement of dozens of volunteers
and thousands of volunteer hours, the project
was completed. The barn was transformed into
a useful structure that all can be proud of. It
now serves as a storage facility for trail
maintenance equipment. It also serves as a
gathering place for many of our volunteers who
sometime simply want to come together and
talk about the good old days. There are a few
pictures tacked up on the wall inside,
volunteers, some of whom have since passed
on. These great people, whom we’ve known for
a lifetime it seems, have left a legacy of
commitment to the Bruce Trail, never to be forgotten – our ‘hall of fame’.
But back there are a few reminders of how
we have recycled materials over the years;
reduced pollution and helped protect the
environment. The eight foot T posts for example
that I see leaning up against a tree. I remember
pulling these out of the ground of an abandoned
vineyard. We had permission to do so, saving
the Club thousands of dollars by using them
in many projects. People over the years have
acknowledged the good work we do in different
ways, a ‘thank you’ as they hike past our work
party with their families. Many of them have
donated tools and equipment like that stack of
old wheelbarrows that I see out of the corner of
my eye. I recognize one of them, it once
belonged to me. It was yellow, now it’s red.
ll of our gang have now arrived; Don Cangiano,
Paul Beneteau, Jim Standen, Bob Allen,
Richard Pomeroy, Paul McLenachan, Dave
Baxter, Graham McCallum, and Klaus
Truderung. Missing but never forgotten is Noel
Henderson. Richard has the combination to
open the lock on the barn door. We enter, one
at a time – a virus protocol. The chairs are
stored upstairs and are brought down one at a
time.
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They’re placed in a circle, a safe distance apart
under the old maple tree. Lunch begins. This
is what we do best. Three hours later, after we
have discussed everything from hunting trips
to politics to home renovations, we head for
the cars. There’s a smile on every face. The
odd chuckle is heard. We wish each other the
very best and vow to do it again sometime. This
winter sounds like a good idea; circled around
a cosy camp fire. A beautiful welcoming space
indeed.

Steward of the Trail award. Trail Captain of the
year award. Energized by the trail.

Footnote: Donald Cangiano: Joined the Bruce
Trail in 1995. Served on the Iroquoia Board and
the BTC Board as Landowner Relations
Director. Editor of TREADWAY. Twenty five
years as Trail Captain - Mount Nemo.

Planning Your Hikes
Your Hiking Checklist

Hike Ratings

•

Difficulty of Terrain:
Easy�����������Mostly flat and usually good footing
Moderate������������ Some hills and/or poor footing
Strenuous��Hilly, steep climbs, some poor footing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make a habit of checking the Iroquoia
Bruce Trail Club online calendar for up-todate hike information including corrections,
cancellations or added hikes to the schedule
Carry I.D. and your health card
Dress in layers suitable for the weather.
Hiking boots and rain gear are essential
Stay with the group when hiking—don’t go
ahead or fall behind!
Follow any instructions given by the leader
Bring food and water
Stay around for a few minutes at the end of
the hike to see if you are needed to drive
other hikers back to their cars
If bad weather is forecast, check the
online calendar, Facebook or Twitter for
cancellations
Watch for ticks (even in winter)! Check fellow
hikers, familiarize yourself with proper removal
Remember, all of our leaders are unpaid
volunteers. You are invited to attend but do
so at your own risk! All map and kilometer
notations are from the 28th edition of
the Bruce Trail Reference Guide, unless
otherwise stated

iroquoia.on.ca

Pace/speed of hike:
Leisurely������������������������������������� 3 km/hr or less
Medium����������������������������������������������3 - 4 km/hr
Brisk���������������������������������������������������4 - 5 km/hr
Fast�����������������������������������������������������5 km/hr +
Notice to all hikers: Be honest with yourself
when judging the length, speed and difficulty
of the hike you wish to attend. If in doubt call
the leader.
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By Lyn Lunsted

Threads through the Past

Smokey Hollow
At the south end of the
Waterdown village core, Mill
Street winds its way down
under a railway bridge into
a picturesque valley, across
a creek and up the other
side to the ‘brow’ of the
Niagara Escarpment. Many
people paid no attention to
the scenery as they hurried
down the hill to Burlington,
the GO station or Hwy. 403
and didn’t even realize that
there is a waterfall.
COVID – 19 has changed
some of this perception as
more people are home and
have discovered the joy
of walking and hiking. The
little park on the side of the
road contains an entry point
to the Bruce Trail and now,
no matter the time of day
or day of the week, the tiny
parking lot is full. People
may take the time to read
the historical plaque which
describes the origin of the
name “Smokey Hollow’ but
that does not begin to tell
the story of the importance
of the ‘Hollow’ to the area,
nor does it document how
this park came to be.
The power of Grindstone
Creek was harnessed by
many mills to saw lumber
and grind grain. By the mid
1800s this was an industrial
complex that supplied all
the flour for the Maritime
provinces. Two major
areas in the hollow were
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developed: the main valley
floor that is beside and
east of the Great falls, and
the portion of Waterdown
Road that is nestled east
of the Grindstone Creek. A
small portion of land north
of the road was home to
a variety of mills – woolen
mills, carding mills, basket
factories, flour mills and
foundries. These were
owned and run by men who
were influential and built
the village of Waterdown –
Cummer, Griffin, Lottridge,
Slater, Dean, and Howland.
Sir William Pearce Howland
purchased property in
1860 and constructed a
four storey stone flour mill
and barrel factory at the
south end of the hollow. In
addition to owning several
mills in the area, he was
also Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario, Minister of
Finance, Postmaster
General, Finance Minister
and a member of the
Privy Council. He was
the delegate representing
Upper Canada in
London and promoted
Confederation. He was the
only American born ‘Father
of Confederation’.
But by 1912, there was
nothing left of this busy and
prosperous area. Steam
power had taken over
and most of the mills had
burned down over time.
The Howland Mills burned
in 1910. The railway came
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through the area in 1912
and changed the landscape
of the valley forever.
Over the next decades,
the valley was the site of a
private home and expansive
gardens but it too eventually
burned to the ground. By
the 1980s the area was
an unattractive overgrown
wilderness.
In March 1989 a group
of Waterdown residents
signed a petition at a
meeting of the WaterdownEast Flamborough
Heritage Society and
formed the ‘Save Smokey
Hollow’ committee. The
objective was to restore
the natural and scenic
qualities of Smokey
Hollow and to ensure that
its historical importance
was remembered and
understood by future
generations.
This was an extremely
ambitious undertaking.
It would need to be a
multi-year plan and would
involve many different
entities. The roughly 4
acre site was owned by
the Regional Municipality
of Hamilton-Wentworth
but was considered part of
the Town of Flamborough,
which included the Village
of Waterdown. Funding
would be required to do the
grading and landscaping
that was proposed in a
landscape plan by Frank
Basciano.

Mill Street South/Waterdown
Road was due for roadwork
and the Region would have to
incorporate the proposed park
into this road realignment.
Grindstone Creek watershed
is part of the Halton Region
Conservation Authority and a
CPR line ran right through the
middle of the proposed park.
The committee also contacted
the Hamilton Region
Conservation Authority and the
Bruce Trail Association as the
Bruce Trail also goes through
this area. The highlight of
the space was to be a large
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viewing platform.
Over the next five years,
the committee dealt with
consultants, environmental
assessment engineers,
lawyers, various granting
agencies and representatives
from conservation authorities
and multiple levels of
government. Donations were
received from the Waterdown
Rotary Club for construction
of the viewing platform and
various fundraisers were held,
the most memorable being
a raffle for a painting of the
Great Falls done by local artist
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Brian Darcy.
When it was finished, the
Halton Region Conservation
Authority agreed to maintain
Smokey Hollow in perpetuity.
Many people contributed
time, sweat and money to
create a space dedicated to
the impressive history of the
area and to preserve it for
future generations. Memorial
benches and trees have
been planted through the
years which contribute to
the peaceful beauty of what
was once a busy, industrial,
smoke-filled valley.

Sherman Falls Main Trail Reopens!

By Peter Rumble, Trail Development and Maintenance Director

Several meetings
between Sherman Falls
landowners (the Farahs),
BTC staff/volunteers and
Hamilton Conservation
Authority staff have led to
the restoration of the Main
Trail between Sherman
and Canterbury Falls.
Thus far in excess of
150 hours has gone
into garbage clearing at
the falls, removal of old
blazes and replacing
with new Main Trail
blazes, installation of new
signage and repair of
the stairs at the junction
with Main trail and new
Artiban Road Side trail.
Thanks goes to Iroquoia
Trail maintenance
volunteers for their efforts.
The clearing of a large
number of hazard trees
was performed by HCA
forestry staff.
Major thanks goes to
the Farahs (property
owners) and their family
for their consideration and
support for re-establishing
this valued section of the
Bruce Trail.
The following very
thoughtful note crafted by
Elham Farah discusses
the basis of their decision.
Sept. 7, 2020
…. Reflections on
the Re-opening of the
Bruce Trail Section on
iroquoia.on.ca

the Farah’s Property;
(661 Old Dundas Rd.
Ancaster.)
With much pleasure my
family and I are happy
to re-open this section
of the Bruce Trail on
our backyard! We are
appreciative and thankful
for the cooperation in
which was demonstrated
by the leadership of both
organizations; Bruce Trail
Conservancy and the
Hamilton Conservation
Authority, for supporting
our well-being on our
property to satisfy the
needs of privacy.
Our real affection for
the trail and outdoor
activities, brought this
kind of relationship, which
requires communication
based on common values;
of healthy lifestyle, and
empathy to the well-being
of all people.
After the difficult time
of the Covid 19 since
March, 2020, we were
able to appreciate more
the outdoor activities
and understand it more
from the point, of healthy
practices for families.
The section of the trail is
a short cut to the pathway
hiking to the conservation
authority land; therefore
it would make the hike
attainable and doable for
families with children.
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However, the Farahs
were involved with the
trail since 2015, a few
years after we moved to
Ancaster we participated
in a fundraising gathering,
not only to build a
relationship with the trail
administrators but also
to bring the attention to
people to practice more of
the outdoor activities.
With the new norms of
the Covid 19, we have
realized the need for
ongoing cooperation
with all authorities to
supporting more of public
access to the trail. This
kind of cooperation is a
Win- Win situation, and
will preserve it for next
generations.
The Trail around the
Hamilton/Ancaster/
Dundas is for everyone
to enjoy the outdoor
activities with Family and
Friends! With positive
thinking and positive
actions we can preserve
the trail and make it a
better one! The trail is a
public access for “Healthy
Active Living” and hikers
must comply with the
Covid rules of “Social
Distancing”, and also
to all the principles of
“Physical Literacy”;

Signs provided by the
Trail administration for
safety and well-being
must be followed at all
times!
Responsible hikers,
who are making the right
choices; minding and
respecting the rights
of others. No doubt
that hiking on the trail
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brings us to the sense
of urgency of hiking
more and it is safe for
socializing with families
and friends! We wish all
members of the trail and
“Hikers” all the Best in All
their hikes!
Farahs, - Elham Farah
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Again thanks to the
Farahs for their support
and cooperation in
making this very big
change happen. All BTC
volunteers should do
our part to recognize
and move forward on
the Farahs’ commitment
to nature and the Bruce
Trail.

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:
The Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club Publication Mail Agreement #40041889
PO BOX 71507, Burlington, ON L7T 4J8

These retailers provide Bruce Trail members with a 10 per cent discount off
regularly-priced merchandise:

Bruce Trail members can purchase a Canservation Halton Annual pass for a great reduced rate. This gives
you access to all Conservation Halton parks for a year from the date of purchase (it can be purchased at
the Conservation Head Office on Britannia Road when showing you Bruce Trail Membership Card)
Remember that Bruce Trail members can park for free at Tiffany Falls when you leave your membership
card on the dashboard of your vehicle

